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SERMON NOTES
The Method of Grace

Matthew 25:31-46

James 2 (Selected Verses)

Growing up poor...
 

Grace or works...

She me your faith...



“Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, 
in every place you can, at all the times you can, with all the zeal you can, as 

long as ever you can.”
John Wesley

Jesus in disguise...

“Whenever I meet someone in need... it’s really Jesus in his most 
distressing disguise.”

Mother Teresa



“One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no occasion of serving God. 
And, since he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor; 

which he receives as if done to himself in person, standing visibly 
before us.””

John Wesley

The motivation of grace...

“A person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.”
James 2:24



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• What is your attitude toward the poor? Compassion or judgement? Why do 

you think the poor are poor?
• How do you help/assist/serve the poor?
• Why is serving the poor central to the Christian faith?
• How do you understand the difference between mercy and justice?
• Have you ever met Jesus, disguised as a poor person? How do you know?

Suggested Readings for the “Growing in Grace” series…
Instead of book suggestions, Pastor Vance suggests reading one or more of John 
Wesley’s sermons. These can be found online, at www.umcmission.org/Find-
Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/Title-Index. Pastor Vance recommends 
starting with…
• Sermon 1 – Salvation by Faith
• Sermon 2 – The Almost Christian
• Sermon 5 – Justification by Faith
• Sermon 16 – The Means of Grace
• Sermon 40 – Christ Perfection
• Sermon 43 – The Scripture Way of Salvation
• Sermon 128 – Free Grace


