
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017       

SERMON NOTES
Are You Sure?

Romans 8:14-16

1 Corinthians 13:12

Epistemology: The philosophical study of _____________________
 

Two primary ways of knowing according to epistemology:

 
______________________ and ______________________



The foundational methods for determining truth in the Church 
included:

___________________, ___________________ and 

___________________.

To these three, John Wesley added _____________________________

The doctrine of assurance does not guarantee absolute 
certainty about our relationship with God. In fact, periods of 
___________________ and ___________________ are important for 
faith development.



The best English word for faith is not belief or certainty but 

___________________.

“Faith is a ___________________ of absolute ___________________.”
Friederich Schleiermacher

___________________ in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on 
___________________ ___________________ ___________________.

In all your ways ___________________ ___________________ and he 
will make straight your paths. 

Proverbs 3:5-6



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• Are you more comfortable believing something to be true intuitively or 

experientially? Why?
• If you had to defend your faith, how would you do it?
• Do you ever doubt or feel uncertain about your relationship with God? Do 

you feel that makes you less of a Christian? Why or why not?
• Faith has often been described as “cognitive assertion of propositional 

truth claims.” How is this definition beneficial or harmful to evangelism and 
discipleship in the 21st Century?

• Now consider faith as “trustworthy action.” How is this definition beneficial 
or harmful to evangelism and discipleship in the 21st Century?

• What is the role of the Holy Spirit in assurance and why is it important?

Suggested Readings for the “Growing in Grace” series…
Instead of book suggestions, Pastor Vance suggests reading one or more of John 
Wesley’s sermons. These can be found online, at www.umcmission.org/Find-
Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/Title-Index. Pastor Vance recommends 
starting with…
• Sermon 1 – Salvation by Faith
• Sermon 2 – The Almost Christian
• Sermon 5 – Justification by Faith
• Sermon 16 – The Means of Grace
• Sermon 40 – Christ Perfection
• Sermon 43 – The Scripture Way of Salvation
• Sermon 128 – Free Grace


