
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2017       

SERMON NOTES
Give

Proverbs 11:23-25

Mark 12:38-44

“But let not any man imagine that he has done anything, barely by 
going thus far, by ‘gaining and saving all he can,’ if he were to stop 
here. All this is nothing, if a man go not forward, if he does not point all 
this at a farther end. Nor, indeed, can a man properly be said to save 
anything, if he only lays it up. You may as well throw your money into 
the sea, as bury it in the earth. And you may as well bury it in the earth, 
as in your chest, or the Bank of England.” John Wesley

Give All you Can...

“When the Possessor of heaven and earth brought you into being, and 
placed you in this world, he placed you here not as a proprietor, but a 

steward: As such he entrusted you, for a season, with goods of various kinds; 
but the sole property of these still rests in him, nor can be alienated 

from him.”



“‘Render unto God,’ not a tenth, not a third, not half, but all that is God’s, be 
it more or less; by employing all on yourself, your household, the household 

of faith, and all mankind, in such a manner, that you may give a good 
account of your stewardship when ye can be no longer stewards; in such 

a manner as the oracles of God direct... that every act may be rewarded in 
that day when the Lord cometh with all his saints.”

“As the oracles of God direct…”

• Obedience: Malachi 3:8-10

•  Tithes:

•  Offerings:

• Faithfulness: Mark 12:41-44

• Cheerfulness: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

“Gratitude releases us from the bonds of obligation and prepares us to offer 
ourselves freely and fully for the work of the kingdom.” 

Henri Nouwen



The Virtue of Generosity

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will 
be refreshed.” 

Proverbs 11:25

“The more seriously we live out our faith, the clearer the call to be generous 
and to live lives that inspire generosity. No one is excused from the 

responsibility and invitation to be generous and other-centered.”
Kerry Alys Robinson

The numbers...
• 2018 First Church Budget: $1,369,411 (contributions,) $1,364,411 

(expenses)
• 2016 First Church Contributions: +/- 700 (avg. $1600/Contributor, 

65% give less than $1000/yr)
• Coral Springs Median Household Income: $66,000 (Tithe - 

$6,600)
• If 700 Tithed in 2018: $4,620,000!!! (Imagine what First Church 

could do!!!)

How much will you give in 2018?

“Start by doing what is necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly 
you are doing the impossible.”

St. Francis



Additional Notes:

Questions for further thought, conversation and reflection…
• Do you believe your money/possessions are yours, or God’s?
• How do you define stewardship?
• Do you believe tithing is a biblical command? Why or why not?
• How does your family decide how much to give?
• Do you consider generosity to be a virtue? Would others consider you 

generous?
• Do you believe that God will be trustworthy if you tithe?
 


