
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2018       

SERMON NOTES
“God’s Provision, God’s Presence?”

Psalm 119:129-135

Exodus 32-34 (selected verses)

What now?

Exodus 32:1-10
Persistence over Persuasion?



Persuasion 
“. . . they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” Exodus 32:8

Persistence

Romans 5:3-5
Galatians 6:9
Philippians 1:9
James 5:11

God knows our situation; He will not judge us as if we had no difficulties 
to overcome. What matters is the sincerity and perseverance of our will to 

overcome them. We all want progress, but if you’re on the wrong road, progress 
means doing an about-turn and walking back to the right road; in that case, 

the man who turns back soonest is the most progressive.
C.S. Lewis

Covenant rather than Contract



And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will 
do marvels, such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. 

And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for 
it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. “Observe what I command you 
this day. Behold, I will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 

Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Take care, lest you make 
a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become 

a snare in your midst. You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars 
and cut down their Asherim I(for you shall worship no other god, for the 

LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 
(ESV Exodus 34:10-14)

Covenant 

Genesis 9:11
Exodus 19:5
Exodus 34:28
Hebrews 8:6
Hebrews 13:20-21

Contract 

Will you forego God’s provision in order to have God’s presence?

Exodus 33:4-6



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• What now?
• At the end of the Journey through Exodus, how have you come to 

understand God more fully?  
• Do you, honestly, yearn to know God more fully? 
• Reflect on Aaron’s leadership . . . how have we chosen to persuade our 

leaders to do what we want rather than what God asks of them?  
• How have you lived out your Christian journey in a contract rather than 

in covenant? 
• What changes do you have to make in order to more intentionally favor 

God’s presence rather than God’s provision?  
• What was the most challenging thing you heard in today’s sermon? 

Why is it challenging and what will you do about it? How will it 
strengthen your walk with the Lord?  


