
SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019

SERMON NOTES

“Building Memories”

Psalm 114, Joshua 3 & 4 

Monuments and Memories

“Here I Raise My Ebenezer…”



“The people marched out from their tents to cross over the Jordan. The priests 
carrying the covenant chest were in front of the people. When the priests who 
were carrying the chest came to the Jordan, their feet touched the edge of the 

water. The Jordan had overflowed its banks completely, the way it does during 
the entire harvest season. But at that moment the water of the Jordan coming 

downstream stood still. It rose up as a single heap very far off, just below Adam, 
which is the city next to Zarethan. The water going down to the desert sea (that 

is, the Dead Sea) was cut off completely. The people crossed opposite Jericho. 
So the priests carrying the LORD’s covenant chest stood firmly on dry land in 

the middle of the Jordan. Meanwhile, all Israel crossed over on dry land, until 
the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan. (Joshua 3:14-17)

“Cross over into the middle of the Jordan, up to the LORD your God’s chest. 
Each of you, lift up a stone on his shoulder to match the number of the tribes of 
the Israelites. This will be a symbol among you. In the future your children may 

ask, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’ Then you will tell them that the water 
of the Jordan was cut off before the LORD’s covenant chest. When it crossed 
over the Jordan, the water of the Jordan was cut off. These stones will be an 

enduring memorial for the Israelites.” (Joshua 4:5-7)



“Joshua also set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan where the feet 
of the priests had stood while carrying the covenant chest. They are still there 

today.” (Joshua 4:9)

Building Memories

“Remember the wondrous works he has done, all his marvelous works, and 
the justice he declared—you who are the offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

and the children of Jacob, his chosen ones.” (Psalm 105:5-6)



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• Did you attend Vacation Bible School when you were a child?  What do 

you remember?
• If you could “stack stones” in the places God has moved in your life, in 

the past, where would you stack them?  What happened there?
• When has God held back the flood waters in your life?
• What are your strongest memories of God working in your life, in the 

past?
• Do you ever forget what the Lord has done for you, in the past?
• Why does “remembering” matter?


