
SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2019

SERMON NOTES

“One Word Prayers: Sorry!”

Hosea 11:1-9, Luke 18:9-14

One Word Prayers

“Prayer means that, in some unique way, we believe we’re invited into a 
relationship with someone who hears us when we speak in silence.”   

Anne Lamott



Lent

“My people are determined to turn from me.” (Hosea 11:7)

Sorry!

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9)



“My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused.” (Hosea 11:8)

“I would like to share with you two simple truths: there is nothing that cannot 
be forgiven, and there is no one un-deserving of forgiveness.”  Desmond Tutu

“The LORD is compassionate and merciful, very patient, and full of faithful love.
God won’t always play the judge; he won’t be angry forever. 

He doesn’t deal with us according to our sin or repay us according to our 
wrongdoing, because as high as heaven is above the earth, 

that’s how large God’s faithful love is for those who honor him.
As far as east is from west—that’s how far God has removed our sin from us.” 

(Psalm 103:8-12, CEB)



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• What do you need to say “Sorry!” for?  Have you?
• What else do you need to say “Sorry!” for?  If you haven’t, why?
• What keeps you from saying “Sorry!” more?
• Do you believe in a forgiving God?  If not, why?
• Do you believe forgiveness is as easy as a simple “Sorry!”?

Suggested Reading for Lent…
• Philip Yancey’s Why: The Question That Never Goes Away
• Anne Lamott’s Help Thanks Wow: Three Essential Prayers
• Walter Wangerin’s Whole Prayer: Speaking and Listening to God
• Tish Harrison Warren’s Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in 

Everyday Life 
• Richard Foster’s Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home


