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SERMON NOTES
“Wounded”

Isaiah 53

Revelation 5

Shock and Disbelief…

Wishing for Lions…

“Oh, that you would burst from the heavens and come down!
How the mountains would quake in your presence!”

Isaiah 64:1



Worthy is the Lamb who was slain…

“God’s distinctive greatness is revealed precisely in powerlessness… 
God consciously revealed himself in the powerlessness of Nazareth and 

Golgotha. Thus, it is not the one who can destroy the most who is the 
most powerful...but, on the contrary, the least power of love is already 

greater than the greatest power of destruction.”  
Pope Benedict XVI

“In Christ we see God suffering – for us. And calling us to share in God’s 
suffering love for a hurting world. The small and even overpowering 
pains of our lives are intimately connected with the greater pains of 

Christ. Our daily sorrows are anchored in a greater sorrow and therefore 
a larger hope.” 

Henri J.M. Nouwen



Reconsidering the Cross

“The Cross is the eternal expression of the length to which God will go to in 
order to restore broken community.” 

Martin Luther King Jr.

“God has chosen to save the world through the cross, through the 
shameful and powerless death of the crucified Messiah. If that shocking 

event is the revelation of the deepest truth about the character of God, 
then our whole way of seeing the world is turned upside down.”

Richard Hayes



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• How has this tragedy affected you? How has it affected your faith
• How do you understand Jesus as a lion and a lamb?
• Where was God on the afternoon of the tragedy?
• What does the cross call us to do - as a church and as individuals?
• Re-read and reflect on the quotes. What do you agree with? What do you 

disagree with? What challenges you?
• If Jesus died to conquer evil and to heal our broken world, why is there still 

so much evil and brokenness? What is the Church’s role and responsibility?


