
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018       

SERMON NOTES
“A Banquet for Misfits”

James 3:13-18

Luke 14:15-24

Peace Works

“The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  

Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”  
James 3:17-18

Jesus’ tips for throwing parties...



“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they 

may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 

be blessed.”
Luke 14:12-14

The Parable of the Great Banquet

“Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that 
my house will be full.”

Luke 14:23

A banquet for drunks, racists, polygamists, liars, cheaters, rapists, 
adulterers, murderers, whiners, eunuchs, failures and assorted 
misfits…



There are six things the LORD hates, 
seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes,

        a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 
a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, 

a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in 
the community.

Proverbs 13:16-19

“I don’t want to be an anti, against anybody. I simply want to be the 
builder of a great affirmation: the affirmation of God, who loves us and 

who wants to save us.”   
Oscar Romero

“We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven. God has a soft spot 
for sinners. His standards are quite low.”

Desmond Tutu

“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we 
not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without 
all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences.”  

John Wesley



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• Are you a peace-maker? If so, how? If not, why?
• If you were throwing a banquet, who would you most likely invite? Who 

would you NEVER invite?
• Can you imagine God’s banquet table being large enough to include the 

people you dislike, disagree, or detest?
• Have you ever done anything on God’s detestable list (Proverbs 13:16-19 - 

pride, dishonesty, murder/hate, schemes, wrong-doing, conflict-causing?) Is 
God’s grace and mercy sufficient to cover your mistakes and inadequacies? If 
yes, then what about everyone else?

• Reflect on John Wesley’s quote. Do you agree or disagree? What 
expectations would you make?

Suggested Reading...
• The Anatomy of Peace, by the Arbinger Institute
• One, Unity in a Divided World, by Diedra Riggs
• God has a Dream:  A Vision of Hope for our Time, by Desmond Tutu
• Unafraid and Unashamed: Facing the Future of United Methodism, by 
        Wil Cantrell


