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SERMON NOTES

“Magnetic Hospitality”

Hebrews 13:1-3, Matthew 10:40-42

Growing up in the tourist capital of the world…

“Always remember, the magic begins with you.”  Walt Disney World

Inhospitable…



“Somewhere, sometime, you were excluded. Remember what that was like.  
Some people live with that experience constantly.”  

Daniel Holman

“We will always have fences. But good fences have gates. And that is where the 
hospitality comes in.”  

Diana Butler Bass

Biblical hospitality...

“By definition, hospitality involves some space into which people are welcomed, 
a place where unless the invitation is given, the stranger would 

not feel free to enter.”  
Christine Pohl

In our world full of strangers, estranged from our own past, culture and 
country, from their neighbors, friends and family, from their deepest self and 

their God, we witness a painful search for a hospitable place where life can be 
lived without fear and where community can be found…It is obligatory for 

Christians to offer an open and hospitable space where strangers can cast off 
their strangeness and become our fellow human beings.”  

Henri Nouwen



“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people 
have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”  (Hebrews 13:2)

“You want to make the person feel really as they are, 
special… and accepted.”

Desmond Tutu

Christ welcomes us…

We welcome Christ…

“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me.”  (Matthew 10:40)

“Had I known that you would honor me by walking this way, I should have 
strewn the path between your house and mine with mint and rose petals.”  

Bedouin Saying



Additional Notes:

Questions for Further Reflection and Conversation…
• When have you felt welcome and wanted? What, specifically,   
 made you feel that way?
• Have you ever felt unwanted? How did that feel?
• How often do you speak to someone you don’t know at First 
 Church, to help them feel welcome?
• What made you feel welcome when you first came to First Church?  
 Did you feel welcome? 
• How would you explain hospitality biblically?
• What is one thing First Church could do to improve its culture of 
 hospitality? Would you help?


