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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

AA meetings are every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 6:30p

"Embrace"
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 16, 2018

Student Ministry                                
Chris Linderman

chris@welovefirst.church

Music Ministry
Monica Hidalgo 

monica@welovefirst.church
Josh Raucci

josh@welovefirst.church

Children’s Ministry                              
Lisa Gonzales

lisa@welovefirst.church
 

Preschool    
Karla Walker

psoffice@firstchurchpreschool.net
www.firstchurchpreschool.net

(954) 752-0336

Tell us what you love  about God & First Church! #firstchurch #welovefirst

All requests for announcements should be submitted online at www.welovefirst.church by 10a on Mondays.

Monday, December 17
9:30a   Monday Morning Moms, Choir Room 
10:00a Dine With Jesus, Fellowship Hall
4:30p   Women's Bible Study, Orange Room
6:30p   Women's Bible Study, Hope Room
7:00p   Men's Bible Study, Red Room
7:00p   Go Team Meeting, Grace Room

Tuesday, December 18
7:30a   Prayer Meeting, Sanctuary 
7:00p  Bible Study, Hope Room

Wednesday, December 19
2:30p    Sandwich Club, Orange Room
7:00p    Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 20
7:00p   Al-anon & Al-ateen, Fellowship Hall

Friday, December 21
1:00p Food Share, Fellowship/Robey Hall
4:30p Food Distribution, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 23
9:30a   Wired Word, Grace Room
11:00a 30-Something Bible Study, Grace Room

Congregational Care          
Do you know someone who needs a call or 
visit from the Congregational Care Team, a 
Stephen Minister, or one of the pastors? If 
so, please contact Annje Hutchinson in the 
church office at annje@welovefirst.church 
or 954-752-0333.

ShelbyNext App
Do you have the First Church ShelbyNext App? You are now able to register your 
attendance in worship, give thru the app and access the membership directory. Please 
indicate on the connect card if you would like a password for the app or to be included in 
the directory. Or simply download the ShelbyNext App and use the domain name 
firstchurchcoralsprings and request a password by selecting "forgot password."

info@welovefirst.church
www.welovefirst.church

Office (954) 752-0333

Pastor Sheryl Marks-Williams 
(954) 551-8834 

sheryl@welovefirst.church

Pastor Ray Wehrenberg 
(954) 673-2422 

revrayw@hotmail.com

Pastor Vance Rains 
(954) 952-5975 

vance@welovefirst.church

Pastor Josias Garcia 
(305) 607-0724 

josias@welovefirst.church

Ushers Needed
Ushers are needed for the Christmas Eve 
services (5, 7, 9 and 11p). Please indicate 
which service you are available on the back 
of the Connect Card.

Spanish Translation
First Church is excited to announce the 
simultaneous Spanish translation of the 
9:30a service beginning Jan. 6. Please help 
us promote this new service bridging the 
language barrier through intercultural 
connection and community building by 
inviting friends and family.

Donate Your Transformed Book
Do you have an unmarked Transformed 
Book? Please consider donating it to our 
neighbor churches, Cokesbury and 
Village UMCs. Drop them off at the 
Welcome Center or bring to the office.

Year-end Giving 
Thank you First Church for your continued faithful giving. We have almost made up the deficit we 
experienced this year. In order to meet the budget for 2018, we are asking you to continue to be 
faithful, cheerful givers. You can log into the First Church Shelby App and check your year to date 
giving. (If you don’t have the app yet please contact the church office.) If you have fallen behind in 
your planned giving for 2018, please remember for tax purposes all funds must be received by 
Dec. 31. If you’re able to make an additional Christmas gift to the church, we thank you. 

Thank You!
The Bethlehem Revisited Food Committee 
would like to thank the following for their 
donations: Darby's Florist, Culinary Republic, 
Nikal Marsolin, Marco's Pizza, Women of First 
Church, Chick-fil-a and church members.

M&M Circle Christmas Luncheon
The M & M Circle (women 55+) will have 
their Christmas luncheon at Runyon’s, 9810 
W. Sample Road, Coral Springs, on Monday, 
Dec. 17 at 12p. If you would like to join us, 
please call Betty Murphy at 954-801-4614 as 
reservations are required. 

Pastor's Bible Study
Pastor Vance will be leading a new, 4-week 
Bible Study, on the Old Testament Book of 
Life.  The Book of Ecclesiastes is considered 
wisdom literature, and wrestles with the 
question, "What is the Meaning of Life?"  The 
Bible study will be offered on Wednesday 
evenings at 7p, in the Orange Room Jan. 23 - 
Feb. 13, and Fridays at 9:15a, in 2nd Floor Faith 
Building, Jan. 25 - Feb. 15.  

Remembrance Tree
Christians are in Advent season and as 
families gather in celebrations, dear ones 
who have gone before will be sorely missed. 
Good Grief support group has placed a 
Remembrance tree in the narthex where you 
can hang a silver ball in memory of a loved 
one and enter their names in the Book of 
Remembrance. Watch the tree shine more 
brightly as we turn sorrow into joy.

Cookies & Crafts
Children's Ministry invites you to Cookies 
and Crafts TODAY from 2-4p. There will 
be over 12 Christmas crafts for kids of all 
ages along with candle dipping and lots of 
cookies and milk! All crafts are $1 each and 
tickets will be sold at the door. Please bring 
a dozen cookies to share and come enjoy a 
fun, relaxing afternoon! It will surly put you 
in the Christmas spirit.

Coffee with the 20s-30s-40s 
All Young Adults age 20's, 30's, and 40's are 
invited to join us for coffee and fellowship at 
11a today in the Fellowship Hall.

   
 8650 West Sample Road, Coral Springs, FL 33065    



Today is the third Sunday in the season of Advent. Though the color for 
the season is blue, today's candle is rose, symbolizing the joy we feel as 
Christmas approaches. Our theme for the day is "embrace."  
 
Today, even as we rejoice, is also a sad day for First Church. After 
serving First Church for the past four years as our Congregational Care 
Pastor, Pastor Ray Wehrenberg, and his wife Maggie, are moving to 
Flagler Beach. The Wehrenbergs will be missed!  Receptions will be held 
following each of our morning services, in the Plaza. Please express 
your thanks and blessings to the Wehrenbergs.

At 11:00a, we celebrate with the Couture family, the sacrament of 
baptism of Cash Edward Couture & Carson David Couture.

Have you downloaded the new First Church App? With it, you have 
access to the First Church directory, and an easy way to register your 
attendance and give electronically. If you would like information about 
how to get the app, please contact the office at 954-752-0333.

If you would like to “Text to Give” using your credit/debit card, use the 
unique First Church number, 954-204-3883. Fill out the one-time form 
and you’re all set!

CHILDREN 
Sunday School: 9:30a & 11:00a, Faith Building

Students are in a huge time of transition during their middle and high school 
years. The Student Ministry Team’s purpose is to support students and parents 
during this transition, to provide a place for students to grow in their 
relationship with God, to have fun and to make memories that will last a lifetime. 
Please contact Chris Linderman at 501-690-0161 or chris@welovefirst.church. Text 
FCSTUDENTS to 84576 for updates.

The Children’s Ministry Team at First Church is dedicated to loving and 
encouraging children on their journey as they discover God’s truths in 
relevant, age-appropriate ways. The goal is that  children will learn how 
the Scriptures apply to their lives, laying the foundation for embracing 
God’s story and understanding how their story fits into His. The Children’s 
Ministry of First Church is divided into stations according to age groups. 
The nursery provides childcare during all services for children 3 years and 
younger. Please contact Lisa Gonzales at lisa@welovefirst.church 
or 954-729-6668.

Welcome!
Welcome to worship at First Church!  We are so glad you are here! If you 
are a first time guest today, please complete the enclosed Connect Card 
and bring it to the Welcome Center to receive a gift from First Church!

At First Church, “We Love First,” believing that Jesus’ command to love 
God, each other, and our neighbors must be our top priority. We hope 
you have felt that love in the way you have been welcomed! We hope 
you have sensed our love for God in our worship. We hope you will join 
us, as Christ’s love motivates us to serve our community and world. 
Please let us know if there is anything we can do this morning to make 
your visit with us as comfortable and meaningful as possible.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP                          *Please stand if able
8:00AM & 11:00AM

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP                   *Please stand if able 
9:30AM

STUDENTS
Worship: 9:30a, 2nd Floor Faith Building

The Table Upstairs TODAY. Come join us!
"The Table" is our Sunday morning student-led worship service, which takes place 
on the 2nd floor of the Faith Building at 9:30a for all students (6th-12th grade.) At this 
time, we have worship led by our student worship band, a short Gospel-centered 
message, and small groups (Table Groups) with incredible adult leaders. Come join 
us for an amazing time of fellowship and worship!

Student Annual Christmas Party TODAY upstairs in the Faith Building at 9:30a. It is 
a Potluck Breakfast, so we will be eating a lot of food. We will be having "The 
Greatest PJ's Contest!" 

High School Retreat Mark your calendars for Feb. 22-24! Last year, the retreat had 
a huge impact on our students and it's a great way to get away from the busyness 
of school and be centered on Christ. You are encouraged to come! You will NOT 
regret it! More info to come soon. 

Food Collection Carts         
For the month of Dec. First Church is requesting: Meal in a can (like Chef 
Boyardee), Cereal, Mac & Cheese, Canned Fruit. We continue to collect clean egg 
cartons. Please bring your items on Sun. and place in the designated cart. 
 
Adopt-a-Family
All wrapped gifts are due back to the church TODAY. If you have any questions, 
please contact Mallory Franco at mobrien202@yahoo.com or 954-304-5264.

Reception for Pastor Ray Wehrenberg
You are invited to a reception on the plaza between services  to wish Pastor 
Ray Farewell.

  Prelude 

  Special Music                                                                                       (11a) "Make Room"  

  Advent Reading                                                      (8a) Chuck and Deeny Werkheiser                                                                    
                                                                                 (11a) Oscar Francis and Sahar Bakhsh

*Hymn of Praise:                                      "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" #211 vs. 1, 6
                                                                                  

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                         (8a) Mary Robertson
                                                                                                                     (11a) Rhonda Said                                                                  

*Response                                                                             "Glory Be to the Father" #70

  Baptism                                                                                (11a) Carson & Cash Couture

  Receiving New Members                                                        (11a) Pastor Vance Rains

  Welcome & Announcements                                     Pastor Sheryl Marks-Williams                                                                   

  Scripture                                                                              Isaiah 11:1-10                 

  Offering                                                                                                   (8a) "Make Room" 
                                                                                     (11a) "Prepare the Way of the King"

*Doxology                                       "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" #95

  Morning Prayer 
  This week we are praying for Epworth UMC and their pastor, Eugene T. Yotka

  Lord's Prayer         

*Hymn:                                                                                "Emmanuel, Emmanuel" #270

  Sermon:                                                                                                                 "Embrace"                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                   Pastor Vance Rains  
                                                                                                                              Luke 1:26-38

  Communion                                  (8a) "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" #206

*Closing Hymn:                            “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates #213 vs. 1-3

*Benediction

  *Worship Music  

  Advent Reading                                                                                             Lopez Family   

  Welcome  & Announcements                                      Pastor Sheryl Marks-Williams

  Offering                                                                                               

  Sermon:                                                                                                                 "Embrace"                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                   Pastor Vance Rains  
                                                                                                                              Luke 1:26-38

*Closing Song   

*Blessing      

TODAY ON THE PLAZA
Complimentary coffee on the plaza today.


