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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

AA meetings are every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 6:30p

"Habits of Gratitude"
November 11, 2018

Student Ministry                                
Chris Linderman

chris@welovefirst.church

Music Ministry
Monica Hidalgo 

monica@welovefirst.church
Josh Raucci

josh@welovefirst.church

Children’s Ministry                              
Lisa Gonzales

lisa@welovefirst.church
 

Preschool    
Karla Walker

psoffice@firstchurchpreschool.net
www.firstchurchpreschool.net

(954) 752-0336

Tell us what you love  about God & First Church! #firstchurch #welovefirst

All requests for announcements should be submitted online at www.welovefirst.church by 10a on Mondays.

Monday, November 12
10:00a Dine With Jesus, Fellowship Hall
4:00p   Grow Team Meeting, Conference Room
4:30p   Women's Bible Study, Orange Room
6:30p   Women's Bible Study, Hope Room
7:00p   JuBELLation Rehearsal, Choir Room
7:00p   Men's Bible Study, Red Room

Tuesday, November 13
7:30a   Prayer Meeting, Sanctuary 
9:30a   Monday Morning Moms, Choir Room
6:00p  Stronger Girls Together, Grace Room
6:30p  Trustees Meeting, Conference Room
7:00p  Bible Study, Hope Room

Wednesday, November 14
2:30p    Sandwich Club, Orange Room 
7:00p    Bible Study, Grace Room
7:00p    Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:00p    Stephen Ministry, Orange Room

Thursday, November 15
9:00a   Mom's Morning Out, Toddler Nursery
9:00a   Women's Bible Study, Hope Room
7:00p   Al-anon & Al-ateen, Fellowship Hall

Friday, November 16
9:30a  Toddler Time, Red Room
1:00p Food Share, Fellowship/Robey Hall
4:30p Food Distribution, Robey Hall

Saturday, November 17
10:00a Good Grief, Hope Room 

Sunday, November 18
9:30a   Wired Word, Grace Room
11:00a 30-Something Transformed, Grace Room

Congregational Care          
Do you know someone who needs a call or 
visit from the Congregational Care Team, a 
Stephen Minister, or one of the pastors? If 
so, please contact Annje Hutchinson in the 
church office at annje@welovefirst.church
or 954-752-0333.

ShelbyNext App
First Church is excited to announce the roll 
out of the new membership app TODAY! 
You will be able to register your attendance 
in worship, give thru the app and access the 
membership directory. Please indicate on 
the connect card if you would like a 
password for the app.

info@welovefirst.church
www.welovefirst.church

Office (954) 752-0333

Pastor Sheryl Marks-Williams 
(954) 551-8834 

sheryl@welovefirst.church

Pastor Ray Wehrenberg 
(954) 673-2422 

revrayw@hotmail.com

Pastor Vance Rains 
(954) 952-5975 

vance@welovefirst.church

Pastor Josias Garcia 
(305) 607-0724 

josias@welovefirst.church

Volunteers Needed
Children's Ministry is looking for a few new 
Sunday School teachers! Would you be 
willing to commit to teaching once or twice 
a month during the 9:30a service? Lisa 
would love to treat you to lunch to share 
more about this serving opportunity! Text 
or email Lisa if you are interested -  
lisa@welovefirst.church or 954-729-6668.

Food Drive
Throughout the month of Nov., our church-wide emphasis will be "gratitude." One 
expression of gratitude, for all God has given us, is giving to others. Though we're always 
collecting non-perishable foods, there's a much greater need during the holidays. During 
the month of November, First Church is collecting TONS, TRUCKLOADS, HEAPS and PILES of 
canned goods. Don't hold back! Clean out your pantry!  Buy some extra BOGOs. Donate as 
much as you can! Everything collected will help families in need during the holidays, and 
beyond! Let's be generous!

Town Hall
The First Church town hall meeting has been 
postponed to a later date.

Poinsettias
Help First Church decorate the Sanctuary 
with poinsettias in honor, memory or 
celebration of people in your life. Place your 
$10 donation in an envelope and put in the 
offering plate with a note as to your request 
or signup online on the flower request form 
www.welovefirst.church/poinsettias.

Thanksgiving Unity Service
The Clergy Coalition of Coral Springs & Parkland is proud to announce the annual pre-
Thanksgiving Unity Service, scheduled for Nov. 20, at 7p, at Temple Beth Orr, located at 2151 
Riverside Drive in Coral Springs. The service is a celebratory music-themed event in which 
congregations from NW Broward join to fellowship and give thanks. In keeping with the 
Thanksgiving theme, attendees are invited to bring canned food items which will benefit 
those in need in our community. The coalition also receives a free-will offering intended for 
the same purpose. Thank you for being a part of this richly diverse community.

Bethlehem Revisited T-Shirt Sales 
Bethlehem Revisited T-shirts are on sale 
every Sunday through Dec 2. Stop by the 
plaza to get yours!

Women's Ministry Meeting
The next monthly meeting of the Women 
of First Church is Nov. 26, at 6:45p Grace 
Room. On the agenda is Prayer Practices for 
Disciples, as well as a guest speaker.

Peace Transformation Small Group
A new small group that was formed from 
the recent Transformed Study has begun 
a 5 session study called “In the Dust of the 
Rabbi”, by Ray VanderLaan on Wednesdays 
at 7p in the Grace Room. In the study videos, 
Ray, a Biblical teacher, takes us to locations 
in Israel to teach us about being a disciple of 
Jesus. The group is looking for more people 
to join. If you are interested, contact Sam 
Dull, email sddull@gmail.com 
or 724-493-0224.

Blessing at Year's End
I remember with gratitude the fruits of the labors of others, which I 
have shared as a part of the normal experience of daily living.

I remember the beautiful things that I've seen, heard, and felt –             
some, as a result of definite seeking on my part, and many that came          
unheralded into my path, warming my heart and rejoicing my spirit.

I remember the moments of distress that proved to be groundless and 
those that taught me profoundly about the evilness of evil and the    
goodness of good.

I remember the new people I have met, from whom I have caught 
glimpses of the meaning of my own life and the true character of          
human dignity.

I remember the dreams that haunted me during the year, keeping me 
ever mindful of goals and hopes which I did not realize but from  which 
I drew inspiration to sustain my life and keep steady my purposes.

I remember the awareness of the Spirit of God that sought me out in 
my aloneness and gave to me a sense of assurance that undercut my 
despair and  confirmed my life with new courage and abiding hope.

                                                                                                       Howard Thurman

New Member's Class
Anyone interested in becoming a member 
of First Church or just wanting to know more 
information, is invited to attend the New 
Member's Class Dec. 8, 8a-12p in the Hope 
Room. Childcare is available upon request. 
Contact Annje at 954-752-0333 for more 
information.

Bethlehem Revisited Training
There will be a training for Bethlehem 
Revisited today at 12p in the Sanctuary. If 
you cannot attend today, please let the 
Bethlehem team know. There will be make-
up training sessions on Nov 19 and 27 at 7p.

   
 8650 West Sample Road, Coral Springs, FL 33065    



For the month of November, in honor of Thanksgiving, our theme is "Gratitude."  
What are you grateful for? As an expression of gratitude for all that God gives us, we 
are collecting imperishable food items to be shared with families in need during the 
holidays. Please give generously!
 
At the 9:30a service, we celebrate the sacrament of baptism with Hannah and Layla 
Hitchcock and the Hitchcock family.

Have you downloaded the new First Church App? With it, you have access to 
the First Church directory, and an easy way to register your attendance and give 
electronically. If you would like information about how to get the app, please contact 
the office at 954-752-0333 or see us at the Welcome Center today.

If you would like to “Text to Give” using your credit/debit card, use the unique First 
Church number, 954-204-3883. Fill out the 
one-time form and you’re all set!

CHILDREN 
Sunday School: 9:30a & 11:00a, Faith Building

Students are in a huge time of transition during their middle and high school years. The 
Student Ministry Team’s purpose is to support students and parents during this transition, 
to provide a place for students to grow in their relationship with God, to have fun and to 
make memories that will last a lifetime. Please contact Chris Linderman at 501-690-0161 
or chris@welovefirst.church. Text FCSTUDENTS to 84576 for updates.

The Children’s Ministry Team at First Church is dedicated to loving and encouraging 
children on their journey as they discover God’s truths in relevant, age-appropriate ways. 
The goal is that  children will learn how the Scriptures apply to their lives, laying the 
foundation for embracing God’s story and understanding how their story fits into His. The 
Children’s Ministry of First Church is divided into stations according to age groups. The 
nursery provides childcare during all services for children 3 years and younger. Please 
contact Lisa Gonzales at lisa@welovefirst.church or 954-729-6668.

Welcome!
Welcome to worship at First Church!  We are so glad you are here! If you are a first time 
guest today, please complete the enclosed Connect Card and bring it to the Welcome 
Center to receive a gift from First Church!

At First Church, “We Love First,” believing that Jesus’ command to love God, each 
other, and our neighbors must be our top priority. We hope you have felt that love in 
the way you have been welcomed! We hope you have sensed our love for God in our 
worship. We hope you will join us, as Christ’s love motivates us to serve our community 
and world. Please let us know if there is anything we can do this morning to make your 
visit with us as comfortable and meaningful as possible.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP                          *Please stand if able
8:00AM & 11:00AM

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP                   *Please stand if able 
9:30AM

STUDENTS
Worship: 9:30a, 2nd Floor Faith Building

The Table Upstairs TODAY. Come join us!
"The Table" is our Sunday morning student-led worship service, which takes place on the 
2nd floor of the Faith Building at 9:30a for all students (6th-12th grade.) At this time, we have 
worship led by our student worship band, a short Gospel-centered message, and small 
groups (Table Groups) with incredible adult leaders. Come join us for an amazing time of 
fellowship and worship!

MS & HS Gathering - Every week students meet on Wednesday nights at 6:30p for middle 
school students and Sunday nights at 4p for High School Students at different homes and 
locations. To be informed about where we are meeting, join our Communication app by 
texting FCSTUDENTS to 84576.

Food Collection Carts         
For the month of Nov. First Church is requesting: pasta, pasta sauce, 1lb. bag of rice, 
black beans. We continue to collect clean egg cartons. Please bring your items on Sun. 
and place in the designated cart. In addition, this month First Church is collecting TONS, 
TRUCKLOADS, HEAPS and PILES of canned goods. Don't hold back! 

Operation Christmas Child
Just a reminder that all Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes are due TODAY, Nov. 11! If 
you have any questions, see us out on the plaza! Thanks for being a part of this special 
mission project!
 
Bethlehem Revisited
Construction continues every Saturday at 8a, lunch will be provided. Sign up today for 
all positions at the Bethlehem Tent. Holy families and costumed characters are needed.

Toddler Time
Join Children's Ministry for an hour of Toddler Fun on Nov. 16, from 10-11am in the Red 
Room. Toddler Time is for children 18 months - 3 years old. This is a free activity and 
everyone is invited. This month's theme is: Fall Fun! Please RSVP to Lisa 954-729-6668 if 
you would like to reserve a spot.

  Prelude 

  Call to Worship                                                                   (8a) Pastor Ray Wehrenberg
                                                                                                                      (11a) Steve Rivera

*Hymn of Praise:                                                       "Now Thank We all our God" #102

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                 

*Response                                                                             "Glory Be to the Father" #70

  Welcome & Announcements                                                       

  Scripture                                                                              Luke 17:11-19

  Offering                                                                                                  (8a) Special Music                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  (11a) Choir

*Doxology                                       "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" #95

  Morning Prayer 
  This week we are praying for Cokesbury UMC and their pastor, Joseph Kim

  Lord's Prayer         

*Hymn:                                                         "All Things Bright and Beautiful" #147, vs 4

  Sermon:                                                                                             "Habits of Gratitude"                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                   Pastor Vance Rains
                                                                                                                                   Psalm 107

  Communion                                                                 (8a) "Morning Has Broken" #145

*Closing Hymn:                                                              “Great is Thy Faithfulness" #140

*Benediction

*Worship Music   

  Baptism                                                                               Hannah and Layla Hitchcock

  Welcome                                                                            Pastor Sheryl Marks-Williams

  Offering                                                                                               

  Sermon:                                                                                             "Habits of Gratitude"                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                   Pastor Vance Rains
                                                                                                                                   Psalm 107

*Closing Song   

*Blessing      

TODAY ON THE PLAZA
Complimentary coffee on the plaza today.


